THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

not to give our emissaries power to make a definite com-
promise with the Nationalists. Their mission would be
limited to explaining the wishes of the Council, gathering
the intentions of the enemy, and informing the Council
on their return. We also agreed to give our emissaries
concrete instructions so that they would be able to carry
on the conversations as the Council wished. These
instructions may be summarised as follows:

1.  To ask the Nationalists for a full and explicit clarifi-
cation in writing of the Generalissimo's concessions,
from which we would be able to see exactly who
would be exempt from all responsibility.

2.  To bring up early in the discussion the question of
facilities for the evacuation of all who wished to leave,
trying to convince the Nationalists that if, as it would
appear, they wished Spaniards to live together in
harmony, it was absolutely necessary that those whom
they held responsible for the war should be able to
leave Spain.

3.  To convince the Nationalists that in order to carry
out evacuation in an orderly manner, a period of at
least twenty-five days was necessary.  Our emissaries
would carry a plan for handing over the zone.

4.  To assure the Nationalists that we meant to show
the greatest possible activity in the matter of pro-
visions, speeding up as much as we could the arrival
of those provisions which had already been bought
abroad.
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